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Between 1300 and 1500 C.E. a new form of Sufi Islam took hold among central Islamic peoples, joining
individuals through widespread networks resembling today’s prominent paths and orders. Understanding
contemporary Sufism requires a sophisticated analysis of these formative years. Moving beyond a straight
account of leaders and movements, Shahzad Bashir weaves a rich history around the depiction of bodily
actions by Sufi masters and disciples, primarily in Sufi literature and Persian miniature paintings of the
period.

Focusing on the Persianate societies of Iran and Central Asia, Bashir explores medieval Sufis’ conception of
the human body as the primary shuttle between interior (batin) and exterior (zahir) realities. Drawing on
literary, historical, and anthropological approaches to corporeality, he studies representations of Sufi bodies
in three personal and communal arenas: religious activity in the form of ritual, asceticism, rules of etiquette,
and a universal hierarchy of saints; the deep imprint of Persian poetic paradigms on the articulation of love,
desire, and gender; and the reputation of Sufi masters for working miracles, which empowered them in all
domains of social activity.

Bashir’s novel perspective illuminates complex relationships between body and soul, body and gender, body
and society, and body and cosmos. It highlights love as an overarching, powerful emotion in the making of
Sufi communities and situates the body as a critical concern in Sufi thought and practice. Bashir’s work
ultimately offers a new methodology for extracting historical information from religious narratives,
especially those depicting extraordinary and miraculous events.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Sufi Bodies: Religion
and Society in Medieval Islam book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Alyson Hardy:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Sufi Bodies:
Religion and Society in Medieval Islam is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ann Bland:

This book untitled Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Phillis Ries:

Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Sufi Bodies:
Religion and Society in Medieval Islam yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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