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Conventional wisdom holds that Judaism is indifferent or even suspiciously hostile to the visual arts due to
the Second Commandment's prohibition on creating "graven images," the dictates of monotheism, and
historical happenstance. This intellectual history of medieval and modern Jewish attitudes toward art and
representation overturns the modern assumption of Jewish iconophobia that denies to Jewish culture a visual
dimension.

Kalman Bland synthesizes evidence from medieval Jewish philosophy, mysticism, poetry, biblical
commentaries, travelogues, and law, concluding that premodern Jewish intellectuals held a positive, liberal
understanding of the Second Commandment and did, in fact, articulate a certain Jewish aesthetic. He draws
on this insight to consider modern ideas of Jewish art, revealing how they are inextricably linked to diverse
notions about modern Jewish identity that are themselves entwined with arguments over Zionism,
integration, and anti-Semitism.

Through its use of the past to illuminate the present and its analysis of how the present informs our readings
of the past, this book establishes a new assessment of Jewish aesthetic theory rooted in historical analysis.
Authoritative and original in its identification of authentic Jewish traditions of painting, sculpture, and
architecture, this volume will ripple the waters of several disciplines, including Jewish studies, art history,
medieval and modern history, and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Nelson Wyatt:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Douglas Leverette:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Artless Jew: Medieval
and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.

Marsha Young:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations
and Denials of the Visual to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern
Affirmations and Denials of the Visual can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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