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More Americans belong to religious congregations than to any other kind of voluntary association. What
these vast numbers amount to--what people are doing in the over 300,000 churches, synagogues, mosques,
and temples in the United States--is a question that resonates through every quarter of American society,
particularly in these times of "faith-based initiatives," "moral majorities," and militant fundamentalism. And
it is a question answered in depth and in detail in Congregations in America.

Drawing on the 1998 National Congregations Study--the first systematic study of its kind--as well as a broad
range of quantitative, qualitative, and historical evidence, this book provides a comprehensive overview of
the most significant form of collective religious expression in American society: local congregations. Among
its more surprising findings, Congregations in America reveals that, despite the media focus on the political
and social activities of religious groups, the arts are actually far more central to the workings of
congregations. Here we see how, far from emphasizing the pursuit of charity or justice through social
services or politics, congregations mainly traffic in ritual, knowledge, and beauty through the cultural
activities of worship, religious education, and the arts.

Along with clarifying--and debunking--arguments on both sides of the debate over faith-based initiatives, the
information presented here comprises a unique and invaluable resource, answering previously unanswerable
questions about the size, nature, make-up, finances, activities, and proclivities of these organizations at the
very center of American life.
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Reviews of this book:
An unchurched observer might conclude that American congregational life centers on political or social
service activities...[But] using his pioneering 1998 National Congregations Survey, the first study to delve
into the specific activities of a truly representative sampling of the nation's religious congregations, [Chaves]
finds that politics and service programs are not the main draws. Indeed, most congregations put little effort
into community work...What congregations are most engaged in, Chaves reveals, are cultural activities. That
includes education and the many components of worship, of course, but also the generally less-remarked-
upon activities of producing and consuming art and culture, particularly musical and theatrical performances,
outside of worship.
--Jay Tolson, U.S. News and World Report
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

Here thing why this kind of CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with
CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA in
e-book can be your alternate.

Mario Rice:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the CONGREGATIONS IN
AMERICA is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ronald Johnson:

This CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason of this CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably
will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this CONGREGATIONS IN
AMERICA giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Eric Saunders:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like CONGREGATIONS IN
AMERICA which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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