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Social psychologists argue that people’s past weighs on their present. Consistent with this view, Historical
Tales and National Identity outlines a theory and a methodology which provide tools for better
understanding the relation between the present psychological condition of a society and representations of its
past. Author Janos Laszlo argues that various kinds of historical texts including historical textbooks, texts
derived from public memory (e.g. media or oral history), novels, and folk narratives play a central part in
constructing national identity. Consequently, with a proper methodology, it is possible to expose the
characteristic features and contours of national identities.

In this book Laszlo enhances our understanding of narrative psychology and further elaborates his narrative
theory of history and identity. He offers a conceptual model that draws on diverse areas of psychology -
social, political, cognitive and psychodynamics - and integrates them into a coherent whole. In addition to
this conceptual contribution, he also provides a major methodological innovation: a content analytic
framework and software package that can be used to analyse various kinds of historical texts and shed new
light on national identity. In the second part of the book, the potential of this approach is empirically
illustrated, using Hungarian national identity as the focus. The author also extends his scope to consider the
potential generalizations of the approach employed.

Historical Tales and National Identity will be of great interest to a broad range of student and academic
readers across the social sciences and humanities: in psychology, history, cultural studies, literature,
anthropology, political science, media studies, sociology and memory studies.
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From reader reviews:

Will Cathcart:

The book Historical Tales and National Identity: An introduction to narrative social psychology can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the best thing like a book Historical Tales and National Identity: An introduction to narrative social
psychology? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Historical Tales and
National Identity: An introduction to narrative social psychology has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Byron Angle:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to
remain than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
kind of Historical Tales and National Identity: An introduction to narrative social psychology book as starter
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Carol Hamilton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Historical Tales and National Identity: An
introduction to narrative social psychology as the daily resource information.

Michael Sweet:

Often the book Historical Tales and National Identity: An introduction to narrative social psychology has a
lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this book.
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