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Stories of the stepmother, the substitute mother, or the “other mother” have infused popular culture for
centuries and continue to do so today. She plays a substantial role in our collective imagination, whether we
are a part of a step family or not. Despite the fact that the stepmother remains a prevalent figure, both in
popular culture and reality, scholars have largely avoided addressing this fraught figure. I Could Not Call
Her Mother explores representations of the stepmother in American popular culture from the colonial period
to 1960. The archetypal stepmother appears from nineteenth-century romance novels and advice literature to
1930s pulp fiction and film noir. Leslie J. Lindenauer argues that when considered in her historic context, the
stepmother serves as a bellwether for changing constructions of motherhood and family. She examines
popular culture's role in shaping and reflecting an increasingly normative middle class definition of the ideal
mother and family, which by the 1920s became the dominant construct.

Lindenauer adds to the rich and growing literature on the history of motherhood. It echoes and is informed
by the scholarship that has defined ideal motherhood as a moving target, historically constructed. In so
doing, it illuminates the relationship between ideal motherhood and ideal womanhood.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for us. The book I Could Not Call Her Mother: The
Stepmother in American Popular Culture, 1750-1960 ended up being making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication I Could Not Call Her Mother: The Stepmother in American Popular Culture, 1750-1960 is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using
the book I Could Not Call Her Mother: The Stepmother in American Popular Culture, 1750-1960. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Thomas Major:

This I Could Not Call Her Mother: The Stepmother in American Popular Culture, 1750-1960 is great e-book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having I Could Not Call Her Mother: The Stepmother in American Popular
Culture, 1750-1960 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Peter Delaune:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like I Could Not Call Her Mother:
The Stepmother in American Popular Culture, 1750-1960 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Lisa Gregory:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This I Could Not Call Her Mother: The
Stepmother in American Popular Culture, 1750-1960 can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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