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The regulation of intimate relationships has been a key battleground in the culture wars of the past three
decades. In this bold and innovative book, Jean Cohen presents a new approach to regulating intimacy that
promises to defuse the tensions that have long sparked conflict among legislators, jurists, activists, and
scholars.

Disputes have typically arisen over questions that apparently set the demands of personal autonomy, justice,
and responsibility against each other. Can law stay out of the bedroom without shielding oppression and
abuse? Can we protect the pursuit of personal happiness while requiring people to behave responsibly toward
others? Can regulation acknowledge a variety of intimate relationships without privileging any? Must
regulating intimacy involve a clash between privacy and equality? Cohen argues that these questions have
been impossible to resolve because most legislators, activists, and scholars have drawn on an anachronistic
conception of privacy, one founded on the idea that privacy involves secrecy and entails a sphere free from
legal regulation. In response, Cohen draws on Habermas and other European thinkers to present a robust
"constructivist" defense of privacy, one based on the idea that norms and rights are legally constructed.

Cohen roots her arguments in debates over three particularly contentious issues: reproductive rights, sexual
orientation, and sexual harassment. She shows how a new legal framework, "reflexive law," allows us to
build on constructivist insights to approach these debates free from the liberal and welfarist paradigms that
usually structure our legal thought. This new legal paradigm finally allows us to dissolve the tensions among
autonomy, equality, and community that have beset us. A synthesis of feminist theory, political theory,
constitutional jurisprudence, and cutting-edge research in the sociology of law, this powerful work will
reshape not only legal and political debates, but how we think about the intimate relationships at the core of
our own lives. .
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From reader reviews:

Terry Carr:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm to
read.

Nancy Nault:

The ability that you get from Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm
instantly.

Robert Rooks:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal
Paradigm, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Dorothy Payne:

Beside this particular Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm in your phone, it may give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it
from today!
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