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The 1920s and 30s were key decades for the history of American social science. The success of such
quantitative disciplines as economics and psychology during World War I forced social scientists to
reexamine their methods and practices and to consider recasting their field as a more objective science
separated from its historical foundation in social reform. The debate that ensued, fiercely conducted in
books, articles, correspondence, and even presidential addresses, made its way into every aspect of social
science thought of the period and is the subject of this book.
Mark C. Smith first provides a historical overview of the controversy over the nature and future of the social
sciences in early twentieth-century America and, then through a series of intellectual biographies, offers an
intensive study of the work and lives of major figures who participated in this debate. Using an extensive
range of materials, from published sources to manuscript collections, Smith examines
"objectivists"—economist Wesley Mitchell and political scientist Charles Merriam—and the more
"purposive thinkers"—historian Charles Beard, sociologist Robert Lynd, and political scientist and neo-
Freudian Harold Lasswell. He shows how the debate over objectivity and social purpose was central to their
professional and personal lives as well as to an understanding of American social science between the two
world wars. These biographies bring to vivid life a contentious moment in American intellectual history and
reveal its significance in the shaping of social science in this country.
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From reader reviews:

Maritza Berry:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate
over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important any book Social Science in the Crucible: The American
Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Lauren Veach:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Social Science in the Crucible: The American
Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ella Woods:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Social Science in
the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 suitable to you? The actual
book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Social Science in the Crucible: The
American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941is the main of several books in which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Robert Tanaka:

This Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan
word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over
Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not



ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that?
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