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The fall of the Bastille on July 14, 1789 has become the commemorative symbol of the French Revolution.
But this violent and random act was unrepresentative of the real work of the early revolution, which was
taking place ten miles west of Paris, in Versailles. There, the nobles, clergy and commoners of France had
just declared themselves a republic, toppling a rotten system of aristocratic privilege and altering the course
of history forever.

The Revolution was led not by angry mobs, but by the best and brightest of France's growing bourgeoisie:
young, educated, ambitious. Their aim was not to destroy, but to build a better state. In just three months
they drew up a Declaration of the Rights of Man, which was to become the archetype of all subsequent
Declarations worldwide, and they instituted a system of locally elected administration for France which still
survives today. They were determined to create an entirely new system of government, based on rights,
equality and the rule of law. In the first three years of the Revolution they went a long way toward doing so.
Then came Robespierre, the Terror and unspeakable acts of barbarism.

In a clear, dispassionate and fast-moving narrative, Ian Davidson shows how and why the Revolutionaries, in
just five years, spiralled from the best of the Enlightenment to tyranny and the Terror. The book reminds us
that the Revolution was both an inspiration of the finest principles of a new democracy and an awful warning
of what can happen when idealism goes wrong.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Gibbons:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us
around the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The French
Revolution: From Enlightenment to Tyranny will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or ideal book with you?

Larry Morris:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this The French Revolution: From Enlightenment to Tyranny.

Fred Prentice:

The reserve with title The French Revolution: From Enlightenment to Tyranny posesses a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Ruth Zimmer:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication The French Revolution: From Enlightenment to Tyranny was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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