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Peter L. Berger is arguably the best-known American sociologist living today. Since the 1960s he has been
publishing books on many facets of the American social scene, and several are now considered classics. So it
may be hard to believe Professor Berger’s description of himself as an "accidental sociologist." But that in
fact accurately describes how he stumbled into sociology. In this witty, intellectually stimulating memoir,
Berger explains not only how he became a social scientist, but the many adventures that this calling has led
to.

Rather than writing an autobiography, he focuses on the main intellectual issues that motivated his work and
the various people and situations he encountered in the course of his career. Full of memorable vignettes and
colorful characters depicted in a lively narrative often laced with humor, Berger’s memoir conveys the
excitement that a study of social life can bring. The first part of the book describes Berger’s initiation into
sociology through the New School for Social Research, "a European enclave in the midst of Greenwich
Village bohemia." Berger was first a student at the New School and later a young professor amidst a clique
of like-minded individuals. There he published The Social Construction of Reality (with colleague Thomas
Luckmann), one of his most successful books, followed by The Sacred Canopy on the sociology of religion,
also still widely cited.

The book covers Berger’s experience as a "globe-trekking sociologist" including trips to Mexico, where he
studied approaches to Third World poverty; to East Asia, where he discovered the potential of capitalism to
improve social conditions; and to South Africa, where he chaired an international study group on the future
of post-Apartheid society.

Berger then tells about his role as the director of a research center at Boston University. For over two
decades he and his colleagues have been tackling such important issues as globalization, the secularization of
Europe, and the ongoing dialectic between relativism and fundamentalism in contemporary culture.

What comes across throughout is Berger’s boundless curiosity with the many ways in which people interact
in society. This book offers longtime Berger readers as well as newcomers to sociology proof that the
sociologist’s attempt to explain the world is anything but boring.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Treece:

The book Adventures of an Accidental Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing
like a book Adventures of an Accidental Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Adventures of an Accidental
Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore has simple shape however you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So
it is very wonderful.

Michael Quintanar:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Adventures of an Accidental Sociologist:
How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore has been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Adventures of
an Accidental Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Adventures of an Accidental
Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

John Mendoza:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular
Adventures of an Accidental Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Sue Joseph:

Beside this particular Adventures of an Accidental Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without
Becoming a Bore in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Adventures of an Accidental



Sociologist: How to Explain the World Without Becoming a Bore because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from
today!
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