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According to the Latin American political analysts and scholars who contributed to this volume, free
elections during the 1980s largely served to disguise rather than diminish institutional repressiveness and the
reality of economic, political, and social disintegration that is occurring in many Latin American countries.
This book is the first work of research to deal with the violence--on the part of both states and citizens--that
is the most visible expression of that breakdown.

Describing the nature and causes of Latin American vigilantism, the authors explore its impact within the
larger sociopolitical system and the relationship between vigilantism and political transition. Part I is devoted
to citizen violence, including mob lynchings; the work of the justiceiros (self-appointed or privately
employed enforcers); and citizen uprisings against the police. Part II is a discussion of death squads in Peru,
Guatemala, and Colombia and their use by the state to achieve specific social or political objectives. Part III
explores the debate over violence, legislative solutions, and national security. The final section examines on-
duty extra-legal police violence in several countries and the contribution of U.S. police training to state-
supported terror. The authors' analyses indicate that vigilantism results from and at the same time fosters
authoritarian state structures whose economic dependence on foreign powers deepens the cycle of poverty,
repression, and violence. An important source of data and analysis on a largely neglected topic, this work
will be of interest to a general audience concerned with human rights, to policymakers and their critics, and
to scholars in the fields of criminology, comparative justice, and Latin American studies.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Vigilantism and the
State in Modern Latin America: Essays on Extralegal Violence (Atla Monograph Series; 25)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Marcus Musick:

The book Vigilantism and the State in Modern Latin America: Essays on Extralegal Violence (Atla
Monograph Series; 25) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the great thing like a book Vigilantism and the State in Modern Latin America: Essays on
Extralegal Violence (Atla Monograph Series; 25)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Vigilantism and the State in Modern Latin America: Essays on Extralegal Violence (Atla
Monograph Series; 25) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

You may get this Vigilantism and the State in Modern Latin America: Essays on Extralegal Violence (Atla
Monograph Series; 25) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jerry Orosco:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Vigilantism and the State in Modern Latin
America: Essays on Extralegal Violence (Atla Monograph Series; 25) or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Vigilantism and the



State in Modern Latin America: Essays on Extralegal Violence (Atla Monograph Series; 25) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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