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In 2010, President Barack Obama signed a law repealing one of the most controversial policies in American
criminal justice history: the one hundred to one sentencing disparity between crack cocaine and powder
whereby someone convicted of “simply” possessing five grams of crack--the equivalent of a few sugar
packets--had been required by law to serve no less than five years in prison. In this highly original work,
Dimitri A. Bogazianos draws on various sources to examine the profound consequences of America’s
reliance on this punishment structure, tracing the rich cultural linkages between America’s War on Drugs,
and the creative contributions of those directly affected by its destructive effects.

Focusing primarily on lyrics that emerged in 1990s New York rap, which critiqued the music industry for
being corrupt, unjust, and criminal, Bogazianos shows how many rappers began drawing parallels between
the “rap game” and the “crack game.” He argues that the symbolism of crack in rap’s stance towards its own
commercialization represents a moral debate that is far bigger than hip hop culture, highlighting the degree to
which crack cocaine--although a drug long in decline--has come to represent the entire paradoxical
predicament of punishment in the U.S. today.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Lewis:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and
the War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Bonnie Thorp:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition of knowledge. Even you love 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and the War on Drugs
(Alternative Criminology), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Lindsay Washington:

Beside this kind of 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and the War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology) in
your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and
the War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology) because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

James Fitzpatrick:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and the
War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and the War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology) has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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