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New York City is home to some of the most recognizable places in the world. As familiar as the sight of
New Year’s Eve in Times Square or a protest in front of City Hall may be to us, do we understand who
controls what happens there? Kristine Miller delves into six of New York’s most important public spaces to
trace how design influences their complicated lives. 

 

Miller chronicles controversies in the histories of New York locations including Times Square, Trump
Tower, the IBM Atrium, and Sony Plaza. The story of each location reveals that public space is not a
concrete or fixed reality, but rather a constantly changing situation open to the forces of law, corporations,
bureaucracy, and government. The qualities of public spaces we consider essential, including accessibility,
public ownership, and ties to democratic life, are, at best, temporary conditions and often completely absent.

 

Design is, in Miller’s view, complicit in regulation of public spaces in New York City to exclude
undesirables, restrict activities, and privilege commercial interests, and in this work she shows how design
can reactivate public space and public life.

 

Kristine F. Miller is associate professor of landscape architecture at the University of Minnesota.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Designs on the Public: The Private Lives of New York's Public Spaces can
be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Helen Albertson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Designs on the Public: The Private Lives of
New York's Public Spaces guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Designs on
the Public: The Private Lives of New York's Public Spaces as good book not simply by the cover but also
from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Betty Dunham:

Beside this kind of Designs on the Public: The Private Lives of New York's Public Spaces in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Designs on the Public: The Private Lives of New York's Public
Spaces because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but
you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!

Richard McCormick:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Designs on the Public: The Private Lives of New York's Public Spaces when you needed it?
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