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Independence Hall is a place Americans think they know well. Within its walls the Continental Congress
declared independence in 1776, and in 1787 the Founding Fathers drafted the U.S. Constitution there.
Painstakingly restored to evoke these momentous events, the building appears to have passed through time
unscathed, from the heady days of the American Revolution to today. But Independence Hall is more than a
symbol of the young nation. Beyond this, according to Charlene Mires, it has a long and varied history of
changing uses in an urban environment, almost all of which have been forgotten.

In Independence Hall, Mires rediscovers and chronicles the lost history of Independence Hall, in the process
exploring the shifting perceptions of this most important building in America's popular imagination.
According to Mires, the significance of Independence Hall cannot be fully appreciated without assessing the
full range of political, cultural, and social history that has swirled about it for nearly three centuries. During
its existence, it has functioned as a civic and cultural center, a political arena and courtroom, and a magnet
for public celebrations and demonstrations. Artists such as Thomas Sully frequented Independence Square
when Philadelphia served as the nation's capital during the 1790s, and portraitist Charles Willson Peale
merged the arts, sciences, and public interest when he transformed a portion of the hall into a center for
natural science in 1802.

In the 1850s, hearings for accused fugitive slaves who faced the loss of freedom were held, ironically, in this
famous birthplace of American independence. Over the years Philadelphians have used the old state house
and its public square in a multitude of ways that have transformed it into an arena of conflict: labor
grievances have echoed regularly in Independence Square since the 1830s, while civil rights protesters
exercised their right to free speech in the turbulent 1960s. As much as the Founding Fathers, these people
and events illuminate the building's significance as a cultural symbol.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Gagnon:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Independence Hall in American Memory.

Teresa Dawkins:

The e-book with title Independence Hall in American Memory has a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Violet Jarrell:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Independence Hall in American Memory it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Herbert Gist:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Independence Hall in American Memory why because the great cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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