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In this play in five unfinished acts, Tolstoy portrays the generally negative reactions of a man's family and
friends to views that Tolstoy himself advocated. The man, Nicholas, rejects the notion that Christianity
should be based upon blind faith and insists that religion must be rational. He feels that people should love
one another, that this is the true basic message of Christianity, and therefore people should not volunteer for
military service where people kill one another. He also contends that land belongs to everyone and that he
must give up the thousands of acres that he owns to the peasants, leaving himself only the bare necessities
for life. He knows the light that is shinning in the darkness of the world.

Nicholas agues with a priest about Christianity. He contends that the Church has perverted Christianity and is
responsible for developing notions that are destroying the truth of Christianity. Contrary to the contentions of
the Church, the Church does not preserve the truth. He shows the priest contradictions in the Bible that
cannot be reconciled. He argues that the insistence of the Church upon certain ceremonies has divided
Christianity into many groups, each with their own sacraments. He insists that humans are responsible for
themselves and a Church should not think that it has a duty to direct and control human behavior. The priest
agrees with Nicholas that what Nicholas says is reasonable, but insists that a Christian must accept Church
doctrine based on faith.

Nicholas feels certain that once he explains about the military and about the rights of all people to all land,
his wife will see the reasonableness of his position. She does not. She feels that he wants to deprive his
future son-in-law of a military life, the life he desires, the life that will give him joy and a livelihood, and the
happiness of their daughter. She is shocked when she hears that he wants to give away his property and leave
them in near penury. She asks a more senior priest to come and reeducate Nicholas. The priest comes and
there is an interesting debate, with the priest constantly calling Nicholas "prideful," as if this explained his
behavior.

The play's final acts dramatize the adverse effects that Nicholas' teachings have upon some people who
accepted and acted upon them and the way that these ideas destroy Nicholas.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Hutchison:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Light Shines in
Darkness? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Daryl Pena:

Typically the book The Light Shines in Darkness will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book
very ideal to you. The book The Light Shines in Darkness is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jim Molnar:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be The Light Shines in Darkness.

Billy Doyle:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Light Shines in Darkness can make you
sense more interested to read.
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