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As a religious bloc, Roman Catholics constitute the most populous religious denomination in the United
States, comprising one in four Americans. With the election of John F. Kennedy as president in 1960, they
attained a political prominence to match their rapidly ascending socioeconomic and cultural profile. From
Vietnam to Iraq, the civil rights movement to federal funding for faith-based initiatives, and from birth
control to abortion, American Catholics have won at least as often as they have lost. What They Wished For
by Lawrence J. McAndrews traces the role of American Catholics in presidential policies and politics from
1960 until 2004.

Though divided by race, class, gender, and party, Catholics have influenced issues of war and peace, social
justice, and life and death among modern presidents in a profound way, starting with the election of
President Kennedy and expanding their influence through the intervening years with subsequent presidents.
McAndrews shows that American Catholics, led by their bishops and in some cases their pope, have been
remarkably successful in shaping the political dialogue and at helping to effect policy outcomes inside and
outside of Washington. Indeed, although they opened this era by helping to elect one of their own, Catholic
voters have gained so much influence and have become so secure in their socioeconomic status—and so
confident in their political standing—that they closed the era by rejecting one of their own, voting for George
W. Bush over John Kerry in 2004.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sims:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading a reserve.
The book What They Wished For: American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Robert Reynolds:

The book untitled What They Wished For: American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice learn.

Robert Marshall:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is What They Wished For: American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004
this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Billy Gallardo:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like What They Wished For: American
Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this



book? Let's see.
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