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The California youth corrections system is undergoing the most sweeping transformation in its 154-year
history. The extraordinary nature of this change is revealed by the striking decline in the state’s youth
incarceration rate. In 1996, with 10,000 youth confined in 11 state-run correctional facilities, California
boasted the nation’s third highest youth incarceration rate. Now, with only 800 youth remaining in a system
comprised of just three institutions, California has one of the nation’s lowest youth incarceration rate.

How did such unprecedented changes occur and what were the crucial conditions that produced them?
Daniel E. Macallair answers these questions through an examination of the California youth corrections
system’s origins and evolution, and the patterns and practices that ultimately led to its demise.

Beginning in the 19th century, California followed national juvenile justice trends by consigning abused,
neglected, and delinquent youth to congregate care institutions known as reform schools. These institutions
were characterized by their emphasis on regimentation, rigid structure, and harsh discipline. Behind the walls
of these institutions, children and youth, who ranged in age from eight to 21, were subjected to unspeakable
cruelties. Despite frequent public outcry, life in California reform schools changed little from the opening of
the San Francisco Industrial School in 1859 to the dissolution of the California Youth Authority (CYA) in
2005.

By embracing popular national trends at various times, California encapsulates much of the history of youth
corrections in the United States. The California story is exceptional since the state often assumed a
leadership role in adopting innovative policies intended to improve institutional treatment. The California
juvenile justice system stands at the threshold of a new era as it transitions from a 19th century state-centered
institutional model to a decentralized structure built around localized services delivered at the county level.

After the Doors Were Locked is the first to chronicle the unique history of youth corrections and institutional
care in California and analyze the origins of today’s reform efforts. This book offers valuable information
and guidance to current and future generations of policy makers, administrators, judges, advocates, students
and scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Anderson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this After the Doors Were
Locked: A History of Youth Corrections in California and the Origins of Twenty-First Century Reform book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Blanche Ball:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
After the Doors Were Locked: A History of Youth Corrections in California and the Origins of Twenty-First
Century Reform.

Nathaniel Mathis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this After the Doors Were Locked: A History
of Youth Corrections in California and the Origins of Twenty-First Century Reform book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty After the Doors Were Locked: A History of Youth Corrections in
California and the Origins of Twenty-First Century Reform as good book not only by the cover but also with
the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Quincy Nelson:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book After the Doors Were
Locked: A History of Youth Corrections in California and the Origins of Twenty-First Century Reform to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when



you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it.
Beside that the publication After the Doors Were Locked: A History of Youth Corrections in California and
the Origins of Twenty-First Century Reform can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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