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This book is a history of human speech from prehistory to the present. It charts the rise of some languages
and the fall of others, explaining why some survive and others die. It shows how languages change their
sounds and meanings, and how the history of languages is closely linked to the history of peoples.

Writing in a lively, readable style, distinguished Swedish scholar Tore Janson makes no assumptions about
previous knowledge. He takes the reader on a voyage of exploration through the changing patterns of the
world's languages, from ancient China to ancient Egypt, imperial Rome to imperial Britain, Sappho's Lesbos
to contemporary Africa. He discovers the links between the histories of societies and their languages; he
shows how language evolved from primitive calls; he considers the question

of whether one language can be more advanced than another. The author describes the history of writing and
looks at the impact of changing technology. He ends by assessing the prospects for English world
domination and predicting the languages of the distant future.

Five historical maps illustrate this fascinating history of our defining characteristic and most valuable asset.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Speak: A Short History of Languages book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Speak: A Short History of
Languages content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Speak: A
Short History of Languages is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Arthur Bailey:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Speak: A Short History of
Languages, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Joel Kiser:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Speak: A Short History of Languages this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Michael Gage:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
actually Speak: A Short History of Languages.
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