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With the weakening of the structural determinants of politics in Western democracies, it is commonly
assumed that individual politicians and politicians as individuals have come to mean more for voter
behaviour and party choice. Many observers argue that politics has become more personalised in the course
of the last few decades.

Although considerable research on the various aspects of personalisation has been carried out, no single
study so far has approached the question from a broad comparative perspective. By examining four central
dimensions of personalisation – institutions, candidates, party leaders and media – and by including data
from most stable parliamentary democracies, this book attempts to fill part of that gap.

The book demonstrates clearly that there is no linear trend towards more personalisation among the cases
studied. From the point of view of the general personalisation thesis, the findings are mixed at best; in some
important respects, they are negative. While the media tend to focus more on individual politicians, the idea
that party leaders increasingly determine the party choice of voters finds little support in empirical evidence.
Most researchers seem to agree that the position of the prime minister has become more dominant. A closer
look at comparative evidence results in a more complex picture. There has been a certain tendency to
develop the most party-centred electoral systems in a more candidate-centred direction. On the other hand,
recent reforms have altered some of the most candidate-centred systems in the opposite direction. Individual
candidates seem to mean more to voters in systems where preferential voting has been practiced for a long
time. This change is by no means dramatic, nor does it seem to apply to other electoral systems.

Karvonen shows that the personalisation thesis, while not completely erroneous, has been overstated not just
by the media but in some of the research literature as well.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The
Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series)? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Christine Clute:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies
(ECPR Monographs Series) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary
Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series) content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series)
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Susan Parker:

This The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series) is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great
arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary
Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
this?

Cheri Tow:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Personalisation of Politics: A
Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series).
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