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The first book-length study in English of the Chinese classic, the Li sao (Encountering Sorrow). Includes
translations of the Li sao and the Nine Songs.

The Li sao (also known as Encountering Sorrow), attributed to the poet-statesman Qu Yuan (4th–3rd century
BCE), is one of the cornerstones of the Chinese poetic tradition. It has long been studied as China’s first
extended allegory in poetic form, yet most scholars agree that there is very little in the two-thousand-year-old
tradition of commentary on it that convincingly explains its supernatural flights, its complex floral imagery,
or the gender ambiguity of its primary poetic persona. The Shaman and the Heresiarch is the first book-
length study of the Li sao in English, offering new translations of both the Li sao and the Nine Songs. The
book traces the shortcomings of the earliest extant commentary on those texts, that of Wang Yi, back to the
quasi-divinatory methods of the highly politicized tradition of Chinese classical hermeneutics in general, and
the political machinations of a Han dynasty empress dowager in particular. It also offers an entirely new
interpretation of the Li sao, one based not on Qu Yuan hagiography but on what late Warring States period
artifacts and texts, including recently unearthed texts, teach us about the cultural context that produced the
poem. In that light we see in the Li sao not only a reflection of the era of the great classical Chinese
philosophers, but also the breakdown of the political-religious order of the ancient state of Chu.

“The book is extremely well researched and meticulous in execution; it represents a new height of
interpretation and cross-disciplinary evaluation of an essential classic of ancient Chinese poetry. Every
institution of literature and Chinese studies should have it on its shelves.” — Religious Studies Review

“Gopal Sukhu’s highly original … new study of the ‘Li sao’ is the most detailed treatment of the poem in
English since Lim Boon Keng’s 1929 The Li sao, an Elegy on Encountering Sorrows.” — Journal of
Chinese Religions

Gopal Sukhu is Associate Professor of Chinese Language and Literature at Queens College, City University
of New York, and teaches Classical Chinese at Columbia University.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Shaman and the
Heresiarch: A New Interpretation of the Li sao (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture). All type
of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Joyce Matchett:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. The Shaman and the Heresiarch: A New Interpretation of the Li sao (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free
time problems.

Ralph Scott:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Shaman and the Heresiarch: A
New Interpretation of the Li sao (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is simple bringing you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Nicholas Riley:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Shaman and the Heresiarch: A New
Interpretation of the Li sao (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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