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Athletes compete for national honor in Olympic and World Cup games. But the road to these mega events is
paved by big business. We all know who the winners on the field are—but who wins off the field?

The numbers are staggering: China spent $40 billion to host the 2008 Summer Olympic Games in Beijing
and Russia spent $50 billion for the 2014 Sochi Winter Games. Brazil's total expenditures are thought to
have been as much as $20 billion for the World Cup this summer and Qatar, which will be the site of the
2022 World Cup, is estimating that it will spend $200 billion.

How did we get here? And is it worth it? Those are among the questions noted sports economist Andrew
Zimbalist answers in Circus Maximus: The Economic Gamble Behind Hosting the Olympics and the World
Cup. Both the Olympics and the World Cup are touted as major economic boons for the countries that host
them, and the competition is fierce to win hosting rights. Developing countries especially see the events as a
chance to stand in the world's spotlight.

Circus Maximus traces the path of the Olympic Games and the World Cup from noble sporting events to
exhibits of excess. It exposes the hollowness of the claims made by their private industry boosters and
government supporters, all illustrated through a series of case studies ripping open the experiences of
Barcelona, Sochi, Rio, and London. Zimbalist finds no net economic gains for the countries that have played
host to the Olympics or the World Cup. While the wealthy may profit, those in the middle and lower income
brackets do not, and Zimbalist predicts more outbursts of political anger like that seen in Brazil surrounding
the 2014 World Cup.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Circus Maximus:
The Economic Gamble Behind Hosting the Olympics and the World Cup book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Anthony Parker:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Circus Maximus: The Economic Gamble Behind Hosting
the Olympics and the World Cup can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kate Sutton:

The particular book Circus Maximus: The Economic Gamble Behind Hosting the Olympics and the World
Cup has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Maria McGhee:

The book untitled Circus Maximus: The Economic Gamble Behind Hosting the Olympics and the World
Cup contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written
by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.
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