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What are your chances of dying on your next flight, being called for jury duty, or winning the lottery? We all
encounter probability problems in our everyday lives. In this collection of twenty-one puzzles, Paul Nahin
challenges us to think creatively about the laws of probability as they apply in playful, sometimes deceptive,
ways to a fascinating array of speculative situations. Games of Russian roulette, problems involving the
accumulation of insects on flypaper, and strategies for determining the odds of the underdog winning the
World Series all reveal intriguing dimensions to the workings of probability. Over the years, Nahin, a veteran
writer and teacher of the subject, has collected these and other favorite puzzles designed to instruct and
entertain math enthusiasts of all backgrounds.

If idiots A and B alternately take aim at each other with a six-shot revolver containing one bullet, what is the
probability idiot A will win? What are the chances it will snow on your birthday in any given year? How can
researchers use coin flipping and the laws of probability to obtain honest answers to embarrassing survey
questions? The solutions are presented here in detail, and many contain a profound element of surprise. And
some puzzles are beautiful illustrations of basic mathematical concepts: "The Blind Spider and the Fly," for
example, is a clever variation of a "random walk" problem, and "Duelling Idiots" and "The Underdog and the
World Series" are straightforward introductions to binomial distributions.

Written in an informal way and containing a plethora of interesting historical material, Duelling Idiots is
ideal for those who are fascinated by mathematics and the role it plays in everyday life and in our
imaginations.
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From reader reviews:

Lucy Broussard:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Duelling
Idiots and Other Probability Puzzlers (Princeton Puzzlers) will give you a new experience in reading a book.

John Pierre:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Duelling Idiots and Other Probability Puzzlers (Princeton Puzzlers) this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Fred Prentice:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Duelling Idiots and Other Probability Puzzlers (Princeton Puzzlers)
was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.

Juana Kitchen:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book Duelling Idiots and Other Probability Puzzlers (Princeton Puzzlers) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book
Duelling Idiots and Other Probability Puzzlers (Princeton Puzzlers). You can more desirable than now.
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