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Although there have been many attempts to apply the ideas of psychoanalysis to political thought, this book
is the first to identify the political project inherent in the fundamental tenets of psychoanalysis. And this
political project, Todd McGowan contends, provides an avenue for emancipatory politics after the failure of
Marxism in the twentieth century.

Where others seeking the political import of psychoanalysis have looked to Freud’s early work on sexuality,
McGowan focuses on Freud’s discovery of the death drive and Jacques Lacan’s elaboration of this concept.
He argues that the self-destruction occurring as a result of the death drive is the foundational act of
emancipation around which we should construct our political philosophy. Psychoanalysis offers the
possibility for thinking about emancipation not as an act of overcoming loss but as the embrace of loss. It is
only through the embrace of loss, McGowan suggests, that we find the path to enjoyment, and enjoyment is
the determinative factor in all political struggles—and only in a political project that embraces the centrality
of loss will we find a viable alternative to global capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Enjoying What We Don't Have: The
Political Project of Psychoanalysis (Symploke Studies in Contemporary Theory) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Donald Perkins:

The guide with title Enjoying What We Don't Have: The Political Project of Psychoanalysis (Symploke
Studies in Contemporary Theory) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Rosalie Lloyd:

Enjoying What We Don't Have: The Political Project of Psychoanalysis (Symploke Studies in Contemporary
Theory) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Enjoying What We Don't Have: The Political Project of
Psychoanalysis (Symploke Studies in Contemporary Theory) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Jonathan Peterson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at this point is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Enjoying What We Don't Have: The Political Project of Psychoanalysis
(Symploke Studies in Contemporary Theory) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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