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In the mid-1990s, as many as one million North Koreans died in one of the worst famines of the twentieth
century. The socialist food distribution system collapsed primarily because of a misguided push for self-
reliance, but was compounded by the regime's failure to formulate a quick response-including the blocking
of desperately needed humanitarian relief.

As households, enterprises, local party organs, and military units tried to cope with the economic collapse, a
grassroots process of marketization took root. However, rather than embracing these changes, the North
Korean regime opted for tentative economic reforms with ambiguous benefits and a self-destructive foreign
policy. As a result, a chronic food shortage continues to plague North Korea today.

In their carefully researched book, Stephan Haggard and Marcus Noland present the most comprehensive
and penetrating account of the famine to date, examining not only the origins and aftermath of the crisis but
also the regime's response to outside aid and the effect of its current policies on the country's economic
future. Their study begins by considering the root causes of the famine, weighing the effects of the decline in
the availability of food against its poor distribution. Then it takes a close look at the aid effort, addressing the
difficulty of monitoring assistance within the country, and concludes with an analysis of current economic
reforms and strategies of engagement.

North Korea's famine exemplified the depredations that can arise from tyrannical rule and the dilemmas such
regimes pose for the humanitarian community, as well as the obstacles inherent in achieving economic and
political reform. To reveal the state's culpability in this tragic event is a vital project of historical recovery,
one that is especially critical in light of our current engagement with the "North Korean question."
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From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

Here thing why that Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Famine in
North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and
Reform in e-book can be your alternative.

Noemi Burns:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform book is readable by means
of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated
with Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form
of it. So , do you even now thinking Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Rhonda Hoffman:

This Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform is brand new way for you who has attention to look
for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Famine in North Korea: Markets,
Aid, and Reform can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life along with knowledge.

Sean Martinez:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the



book Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Famine in North Korea:
Markets, Aid, and Reform. You can more attractive than now.
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