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Making a Promised Land examines the interconnected histories of African American representation, urban

life, and citizenship as documented in still and moving images of Harlem over the last century. Paula J.

Massood analyzes how photography and film have been used over time to make African American culture

visible to itself and to a wider audience and charts the ways in which the “Mecca of the New Negro” became

a battleground in the struggle to define American politics, aesthetics, and citizenship. Visual media were first

used as tools for uplift and education. With Harlem’s downturn in fortunes through the 1930s, narratives of

black urban criminality became common in sociological tracts, photojournalism, and film. These narratives

were particularly embodied in the gangster film, which was adapted to include stories of achievement,

economic success, and, later in the century, a nostalgic return to the past. Among the films discussed are

Fights of Nations (1907), Dark Manhattan (1937), The Cool World (1963), Black Caesar (1974), Malcolm X

(1992), and American Gangster (2007). Massood asserts that the history of photography and film in Harlem

provides the keys to understanding the neighborhood’s symbolic resonance in African American and

American life, especially in light of recent urban redevelopment that has redefined many of its physical and

demographic contours.
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From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Making a Promised Land: Harlem in
Twentieth-Century Photography and Film can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Leslie Hackett:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-
Century Photography and Film as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century Photography and Film to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Patricia Welling:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century
Photography and Film can make you really feel more interested to read.

Frederick Avelar:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Making a Promised Land: Harlem in
Twentieth-Century Photography and Film to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century
Photography and Film can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of their time.
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