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Since tsarist times, Roma in Russia have been portrayed as both rebellious outlaws and free-spirited
songbirds—in each case, as if isolated from society. In Soviet times, Russians continued to harbor these two,
only seemingly opposed, views of “Gypsies,” exalting their songs on stage but scorning them on the streets
as liars and cheats. Alaina Lemon’s Between Two Fires examines how Roma themselves have negotiated
these dual images in everyday interactions and in stage performances.
Lemon’s ethnographic study is based on extensive fieldwork in 1990s Russia and focuses on Moscow
Romani Theater actors as well as Romani traders and metalworkers. Drawing from interviews with Roma
and Russians, observations of performances, and conversations, as well as archives, literary texts, and media,
Lemon analyzes the role of theatricality and theatrical tropes in Romani life and the everyday linguistics of
social relations and of memory. Historically, the way Romani stage performance has been culturally framed
and positioned in Russia has served to typecast Gypsies as “natural” performers, she explains. Thus, while
theatrical and musical performance may at times empower Roma, more often it has reinforced and
rationalized racial and social stereotypes, excluding them from many Soviet and Russian economic and
political arenas. Performance, therefore, defines what it means to be Romani in Russia differently than it
does elsewhere, Lemon shows. Considering formal details of language as well as broader cultural and social
structures, she also discusses how racial categories relate to post-Soviet economic changes, how gender
categories and Euro-Soviet notions of civility are connected, and how ontological distinctions between
“stage art” and “real life” contribute to the making of social types. This complex study thus serves as a
corrective to romantic views of Roma as detached from political forces.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Keating:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Between Two Fires: Gypsy Performance and
Romani Memory from Pushkin to Post-Socialism.

Jennifer Larson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Between Two Fires: Gypsy Performance and
Romani Memory from Pushkin to Post-Socialism publication written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Between Two Fires: Gypsy Performance and Romani Memory from Pushkin to Post-Socialism as
good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Thomas Palmer:

This Between Two Fires: Gypsy Performance and Romani Memory from Pushkin to Post-Socialism is
brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Between Two Fires: Gypsy Performance and Romani Memory from Pushkin
to Post-Socialism can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Amber Payne:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Between Two Fires: Gypsy Performance and Romani Memory
from Pushkin to Post-Socialism was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know



how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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