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Andrew Piper grew up liking books and loving computers. While occasionally burying his nose in books, he
was going to computer camp, programming his Radio Shack TRS-80, and playing Pong. His eventual love of
reading made him a historian of the book and a connoisseur of print, but as a card-carrying member of the
first digital generation—and the father of two digital natives—he understands that we live in electronic
times. Book Was There is Piper’s surprising and always entertaining essay on reading in an e-reader world.

 

Much ink has been spilled lamenting or championing the decline of printed books, but Piper shows that the
rich history of reading itself offers unexpected clues to what lies in store for books, print or digital. From
medieval manuscript books to today’s playable media and interactive urban fictions, Piper explores the
manifold ways that physical media have shaped how we read, while also observing his own children as they
face the struggles and triumphs of learning to read. In doing so, he uncovers the intimate connections we
develop with our reading materials—how we hold them, look at them, share them, play with them, and even
where we read them—and shows how reading is interwoven with our experiences in life. Piper reveals that
reading’s many identities, past and present, on page and on screen, are the key to helping us understand the
kind of reading we care about and how new technologies will—and will not—change old habits.

 

Contending that our experience of reading belies naive generalizations about the future of books, Book Was
There is an elegantly argued and thoroughly up-to-date tribute to the endurance of books in our ever-
evolving digital world.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Book Was There: Reading in Electronic Times.

Willie Collier:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Book Was There: Reading in Electronic Times why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Teresa Cook:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Book Was There: Reading in Electronic Times can give
you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Book Was There: Reading in Electronic Times.

Leslie White:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Book Was There: Reading in Electronic Times was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Book Was There: Reading in Electronic
Times has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that.
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