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Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity explores the
connections among the Romantic discourse of spontaneous literary creativity, the nineteenth-century cultural
practice of mesmerism, and the mythical Medusa as an icon of the gendered gaze. An analysis of Medusan
mesmerism in the poetry of Mary Robinson, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Percy Bysshe Shelley and Letitia
Elizabeth Landon (L.E.L.) and the prose of Mary Shelley reveals that these Romantic-era writers equate the
enraptured state that produces spontaneous literary creation with the mesmeric trance. These writers employ
Medusan imagery to portray both the mesmerist and the mesmerized subject, a conflation of subject/object
positions that complicates issues of agency, subjectivity, and gender. Images of Medusan mesmerism
ultimately work to deconstruct Romantic ideological dichotomies of self/other, female/male, muse/artist, and
sublime/beautiful. In contrast to a traditional, masculinized Romantic discourse that emphasizes self-
possession, this study uncovers a feminized, improvisational, Romantic discourse, characterized “Other-
possession,” an assumption of the mesmerized subject position that enhances subjective fluidity.
This study interrogates the Romantic discourse of spontaneous literary creativity through an examination of
Romantic poetry, prose, and theory that utilizes mesmeric and Medusan metaphors to suggest creative
inspiration. Building on recent scholarship about improvisational poetics, the subversive potential of
mesmerism, and Medusa as a feminist icon, this work suggests that the mesmeric Medusan muse not only
enables creativity for women writers but also provides a mirror in which they view (and through which they
give voice to) their own societal oppression. The mesmeric Medusan muse in Romantic-era literature—from
the Ancient Mariner and the Frankenstein monster to the tragic, abandoned Sapphic poetess—often
represents the face of oppression, an unwelcome and monstrous truth in nineteenth-century British society.
For women writers in particular, braving the stare of the Medusan muse enhances empathy, and therefore
inspiration and literary productivity.
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From reader reviews:

David Lacey:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic
Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important some sort of book Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic
Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Kristy Abrahams:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity, you can tells
your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a publication.

Elizabeth McNeal:

The guide with title Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Ann David:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity this book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the



world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of
you.
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