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Most anyone interested in such topics as creation mythology, Jungian theory, or the idea of "secret
teachings" in ancient Judaism and Christianity has found "gnosticism" compelling. Yet the term
"gnosticism," which often connotes a single rebellious movement against the prevailing religions of late
antiquity, gives the false impression of a monolithic religious phenomenon. Here Michael Williams
challenges the validity of the widely invoked category of ancient "gnosticism" and the ways it has been
described. Presenting such famous writings and movements as the Apocryphon of John and Valentinian
Christianity, Williams uncovers the similarities and differences among some major traditions widely
categorized as gnostic. He provides an eloquent, systematic argument for a more accurate way to discuss
these interpretive approaches.

The modern construct "gnosticism" is not justified by any ancient self-definition, and many of the most
commonly cited religious features that supposedly define gnosticism phenomenologically turn out to be
questionable. Exploring the sample sets of "gnostic" teachings, Williams refutes generalizations concerning
asceticism and libertinism, attitudes toward the body and the created world, and alleged features of protest,
parasitism, and elitism. He sketches a fresh model for understanding ancient innovations on more
"mainstream" Judaism and Christianity, a model that is informed by modern research on dynamics in new
religious movements and is freed from the false stereotypes from which the category "gnosticism" has been
constructed.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

The particular book Rethinking Gnosticism: An Argument for Dismantling a Dubious Category will bring
you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Rethinking Gnosticism: An
Argument for Dismantling a Dubious Category is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Linda Cunningham:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Rethinking Gnosticism: An Argument for Dismantling a Dubious Category the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Rethinking Gnosticism: An Argument for
Dismantling a Dubious Category giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lizabeth Melgar:

The book untitled Rethinking Gnosticism: An Argument for Dismantling a Dubious Category contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
learn.

Tom Carter:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Rethinking Gnosticism: An Argument for Dismantling a Dubious Category. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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