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In an era defined by the threat of nuclear annihilation, Western nations attempted to prepare civilian
populations for atomic attack through staged drills, evacuations, and field exercises. In Stages of Emergency
the distinguished performance historian Tracy C. Davis investigates the fundamentally theatrical nature of
these Cold War civil defense exercises. Asking what it meant for civilians to be rehearsing nuclear war, she
provides a comparative study of the civil defense maneuvers conducted by three NATO allies—the United
States, Canada, and the United Kingdom—during the 1950s and 1960s. Delving deep into the three
countries’ archives, she analyzes public exercises involving private citizens—Boy Scouts serving as mock
casualties, housewives arranging home protection, clergy training to be shelter managers—as well as covert
exercises undertaken by civil servants.

Stages of Emergency covers public education campaigns and school programs—such as the ubiquitous “duck
and cover” drills—meant to heighten awareness of the dangers of a possible attack, the occupancy tests in
which people stayed sequestered for up to two weeks to simulate post-attack living conditions as well as the
effects of confinement on interpersonal dynamics, and the British first-aid training in which participants
acted out psychological and physical trauma requiring immediate treatment. Davis also brings to light
unpublicized government exercises aimed at anticipating the global effects of nuclear war. Her comparative
analysis shows how the differing priorities, contingencies, and social policies of the three countries
influenced their rehearsals of nuclear catastrophe. When the Cold War ended, so did these exercises, but, as
Davis points out in her perceptive afterword, they have been revived—with strikingly similar
recommendations—in response to twenty-first-century fears of terrorists, dirty bombs, and rogue states.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil
Defense book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Omar Hinojosa:

The feeling that you get from Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil Defense will be the more deep
you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil Defense giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil
Defense instantly.

James Vera:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Stages of
Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil Defense suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil Defenseis the main one of
several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Josefina Roundtree:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Stages of Emergency: Cold War
Nuclear Civil Defense can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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