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Mimesis is one of the oldest, most fundamental concepts in Western aesthetics. This book offers a new,
searching treatment of its long history at the center of theories of representational art: above all, in the highly
influential writings of Plato and Aristotle, but also in later Greco-Roman philosophy and criticism, and
subsequently in many areas of aesthetic controversy from the Renaissance to the twentieth century.
Combining classical scholarship, philosophical analysis, and the history of ideas--and ranging across
discussion of poetry, painting, and music--Stephen Halliwell shows with a wealth of detail how mimesis, at
all stages of its evolution, has been a more complex, variable concept than its conventional translation of
"imitation" can now convey.

Far from providing a static model of artistic representation, mimesis has generated many different models of
art, encompassing a spectrum of positions from realism to idealism. Under the influence of Platonist and
Aristotelian paradigms, mimesis has been a crux of debate between proponents of what Halliwell calls
"world-reflecting" and "world-simulating" theories of representation in both the visual and musico-poetic
arts. This debate is about not only the fraught relationship between art and reality but also the psychology
and ethics of how we experience and are affected by mimetic art.

Moving expertly between ancient and modern traditions, Halliwell contends that the history of mimesis
hinges on problems that continue to be of urgent concern for contemporary aesthetics.
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From reader reviews:

James Lightle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Aesthetics of Mimesis:
Ancient Texts and Modern Problems book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Rosalva Nichols:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Aesthetics of Mimesis: Ancient Texts and Modern Problems.

Jewel Williams:

Often the book The Aesthetics of Mimesis: Ancient Texts and Modern Problems has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this article book.

Victor Havens:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve The Aesthetics of Mimesis: Ancient Texts and Modern Problems
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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