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Why has it been so long since an American president has effectively and consistently presented well-crafted,
intellectually substantive arguments to the American public? Why have presidential utterances fallen from
the rousing speeches of Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, Wilson, and FDR to a series of robotic repetitions of
talking points and sixty-second soundbites, largely designed to obfuscate rather than illuminate?

In The Anti-Intellectual Presidency, Elvin Lim draws on interviews with more than 40 presidential
speechwriters to investigate this relentless qualitative decline, over the course of 200 years, in our presidents'
ability to communicate with the public. Lim argues that the ever-increasing pressure for presidents to
manage public opinion and perception has created a "pathology of vacuous rhetoric and imagery" where
gesture and appearance matter more than accomplishment and fact. Lim tracks the campaign to simplify
presidential discourse through presidential and speechwriting decisions made from the Truman to the present
administration, explaining how and why presidents have embraced anti-intellectualism and vague platitudes
as a public relations strategy. Lim sees this anti-intellectual stance as a deliberate choice rather than a
reflection of presidents' intellectual limitations. Only the smart, he suggests, know how to dumb down. The
result, he shows, is a dangerous debasement of our political discourse and a quality of rhetoric which has
been described, charitably, as "a linguistic struggle" and, perhaps more accurately, as "dogs barking
idiotically through endless nights."

Sharply written and incisively argued, The Anti-Intellectual Presidency sheds new light on the murky depths
of presidential oratory, illuminating both the causes and consequences of this substantive impoverishment.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Smith:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Anti-Intellectual
Presidency: The Decline of Presidential Rhetoric from George Washington to George W. Bush book as nice
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jessica Sarmiento:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Anti-Intellectual Presidency: The Decline of Presidential Rhetoric from George Washington to George
W. Bush, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Adrian Johnson:

The book untitled The Anti-Intellectual Presidency: The Decline of Presidential Rhetoric from George
Washington to George W. Bush contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Martin Song:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Anti-Intellectual Presidency: The Decline of Presidential Rhetoric from George
Washington to George W. Bush we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be



doubt to change your life at this book The Anti-Intellectual Presidency: The Decline of Presidential Rhetoric
from George Washington to George W. Bush. You can more attractive than now.
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