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Shortlisted for the 2002 National Book Award in Fiction: a dark, riotous Southern novel of sex, death, and
transformation.

Brad Watson's first novel has been eagerly awaited since his breathtaking, award-winning debut collection of
short stories, Last Days of the Dog-Men. Here, he fulfills that literary promise with a humorous and
jaundiced eye. Finus Bates has loved Birdie Wells since the day he saw her do a naked cartwheel in the
woods in 1916. Later he won her at poker, lost her, then nearly won her again after the mysterious poisoning
of her womanizing husband. Does Vish, the old medicine woman down in the ravine, hold the key to Birdie's
elusive character? Or does Parnell, the town undertaker, whose unspeakable desires bring lust for life and
death together? Or does the secret lie with some other colorful old-timer in Mercury, Mississippi, not such a
small town anymore? With "graceful, patient, insightful and hilarious" prose (USA Today), Brad Watson
chronicles Finus's steadfast devotion and Mercury's evolution from a sleepy backwater to a small city. With
this "tragicomic story of missed opportunities and unjust necessities" (Fred Chappell), "Southern storytelling
is alive and well in Watson's capable hands" (Kirkus Reviews starred review). "His work may remind readers
of William Faulkner, Toni Morrison, or Flannery O'Connor, but has a power—and a charm—all its own,
more pellucid than the first, gentler than the second, and kinder than the third" (Baltimore Sun).
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From reader reviews:

Richard Stratton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Heaven of Mercury: A Novel had
been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book The Heaven of Mercury: A Novel is not only giving you more
new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Heaven of Mercury: A
Novel. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Janice Perry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Heaven of Mercury: A Novel guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Heaven of Mercury: A Novel as good book
not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its
deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Zachary Connors:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. The Heaven of Mercury: A Novel can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who
have those short time problems.

Drew Dube:

You can find this The Heaven of Mercury: A Novel by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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