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What qualities make a leader succeed in business or politics? In an era when the information revolution has
dramatically changed the playing field, when old organizational hierarchies have given way to fluid networks
of contacts, and when mistrust of leaders is on the rise, our ideas about leadership are clearly due for
redefinition.

With The Powers to Lead, Joseph S. Nye offers a sweeping look at the nature of leadership in today's world,
in an illuminating blend of history, business case studies, psychological research, and more. As he observes,
many now believe that the more authoritarian and coercive forms of leadership--the hard power approaches
of earlier military-industrial eras--have been largely supplanted in postindustrial societies by soft power
approaches that seek to attract, inspire, and persuade rather than dictate. Nye argues, however, that the most
effective leaders are actually those who combine hard and soft power skills in proportions that vary with
different situations. He calls this smart power. Drawing examples from the careers of leaders as disparate as
Gandhi, Churchill, Lee Iacocca, and George W. Bush, Nye uses the concept of smart power to shed light on
such topics as leadership types and skills, the needs and demands of followers, and the nature of good and
bad leadership in terms of both ethics and effectiveness. In one particularly instructive chapter, he looks in
depth at contextual intelligence--the ability to understand changing environments, capitalize on trends, and
use the flow of events to implement strategies.

Thoroughly grounded in the real world, rich in both analysis and anecdote, The Powers to Lead is sure to
become a modern classic, a concise and lucid work applicable to every field, from small businesses and
nonprofit organizations to nations on the world stage. This paperback edition includes a new preface by the
author.
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From reader reviews:

Leo Osborne:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Powers to Lead. Try to make the book The Powers to
Lead as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Kyle Gill:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
The Powers to Lead. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Sandra Bryson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Powers to Lead, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Dennis Lewis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. The Powers to Lead can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have
those short free time problems.
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