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An affectionate and very funny gallery of twenty great world authors from the pen of "the most subtle and
gifted writer in contemporary Spanish literature" (The Boston Globe).

In addition to his own busy career as "one of Europe's most intriguing contemporary writers" (TLS), Javier
Marías is also the translator into Spanish of works by Hardy, Stevenson, Conrad, Faulkner, Nabokov, and
Laurence Sterne. His love for these authors is the touchstone of Written Lives. Collected here are twenty
pieces recounting great writers' lives, "or, more precisely, snippets of writers' lives." Thomas Mann, Rilke,
Arthur Conan Doyle, Turgenev, Djuna Barnes, Emily Brontë, Malcolm Lowry, and Kipling appear ("all
fairly disastrous individuals"), and "almost nothing" in his stories is invented.

Like Isak Dinesen (who "claimed to have poor sight, yet could spot a four-leaf clover in a field from a
remarkable distance away"), Marías has a sharp eye. Nabokov is here, making "the highly improbable
assertion that he is 'as American as April in Arizona,'" as is Oscar Wilde, who, in debt on his deathbed,
ordered up champagne, "remarking cheerfully, 'I am dying beyond my means.'" Faulkner, we find, when
fired from his post office job, explained that he was not prepared "to be beholden to any son-of-a-bitch who
had two cents to buy a stamp." Affection glows in the pages of Written Lives, evidence, as Marías remarks,
that "although I have enjoyed writing all my books, this was the one with which I had the most fun."
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Written Lives book as starter and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Pearl Norris:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Written Lives is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Austin Barnes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Written Lives guide written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still question Written Lives as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jesse Eriksen:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Written Lives which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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