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From their beginnings, campuses emerged as hotbeds of traditions and folklore. American college students
inhabit a culture with its own slang, stories, humor, beliefs, rituals, and pranks. Simon J. Bronner takes a
long, engaging look at American campus life and how it is shaped by students and at the same time shapes
the values of all who pass through it. The archetypes of absent-minded profs, fumbling jocks, and curve-
setting dweebs are the stuff of legend and humor, along with the all-nighters, tailgating parties, and
initiations that mark campus tradition--and student identities. Undergraduates in their hallowed halls embrace
distinctive traditions because the experience of higher education precariously spans childhood and adulthood,
parental and societal authority, home and corporation, play and work.

Bronner traces historical changes in these traditions. The predominant context has shifted from what he calls
the "old-time college," small in size and strong in its sense of community, to mass society's "mega-
university," a behemoth that extends beyond any campus to multiple branches and offshoots throughout a
state, region, and sometimes the globe. One might assume that the mega-university has dissolved collegiate
traditions and displaced the old-time college, but Bronner finds the opposite. Student needs for social
belonging in large universities and a fear of losing personal control have given rise to distinctive forms of
lore and a striving for retaining the pastoral "campus feel" of the old-time college. The folkloric material
students spout, and sprout, in response to these needs is varied but it is tied together by its invocation of
tradition and social purpose. Beneath the veil of play, students work through tough issues of their age and
environment. They use their lore to suggest ramifications, if not resolution, of these issues for themselves
and for their institutions. In the process, campus traditions are keys to the development of American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Elmer Dooley:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Campus Traditions to read.

Willie Quinones:

The experience that you get from Campus Traditions may be the more deep you searching the information
that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but Campus Traditions giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this particular Campus Traditions instantly.

Louis Cline:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Campus Traditions, you
are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jerry Blair:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Campus Traditions can give you a lot of friends because by
you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Campus Traditions.
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