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By May of 1863, the Stone Wall at the base of Marye’s Heights above Fredericksburg loomed large over the
Army of the Potomac, haunting its men with memories of slaughter from their crushing defeat there the
previous December. They would assault it again with a very different result the following spring when
General Joe Hooker, bogged down in bloody battle with the Army of Northern Virginia around the
crossroads of Chancellorsville, ordered John Sedgwick’s Sixth Corps to assault the heights and move to his
assistance. This time the Union troops wrested the wall and high ground from the Confederates and drove
west into the enemy’s rear. The inland drive stalled in heavy fighting at Salem Church. Chancellorsville’s
Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 is the first book-
length study of these overlooked engagements and the central roles they played in the final Southern victory.

Once Hooker opened the campaign with a brilliant march around General Lee’s left flank, the Confederate
commander violated military principles by dividing his under-strength army in the face of superior numbers.
He shuttled most of his men west from around Fredericksburg under Stonewall Jackson to meet Hooker in
the tangles of the Wilderness, leaving behind a small portion to watch Sedgwick’s Sixth Corps. Jackson’s
devastating attack against Hooker’s exposed right flank on May 2, however, convinced the Union army
commander to order Sedgwick’s large, unused corps to break through and march against Lee’s rear. From
that point on, Chancellorsville’s Forgotten Front tightens the lens for a thorough examination of the
decision-making, movements, and fighting that led to the breakthrough, inland thrust, and ultimate bloody
stalemate at Salem Church.

Authors Chris Mackowski and Kristopher D. White have long appreciated the pivotal roles Second
Fredericksburg and Salem Church played in the campaign, and just how close the Southern army came to
grief—and the Union army to stunning success. Together they seamlessly weave their extensive newspaper,
archival, and firsthand research into a compelling narrative to better understand these combats, which usually
garner little more than a footnote to the larger story of Jackson’s march and tragic fatal wounding.

The success at Second Fredericksburg was one of the Union army’s few bright spots in the campaign, while
the setback at Salem Church stands as its most devastating lost opportunity. Instead of being trapped between
the Sixth Corps’ hammer and “Fighting Joe” Hooker’s anvil, Lee overcame long odds to achieve what is
widely recognized as his greatest victory. But Lee’s triumph played out as it did because of the pivotal events
at Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church—Chancellorsville’s forgotten front—where Union soldiers
once more faced the horror of an indomitable wall of stone, and an undersized Confederate division stood up
to a Union juggernaut.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Brown:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important usually. The book Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of
Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 had been making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book
Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 is
not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book
Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863.
You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Harry Oliver:

This Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3,
1863 are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863
can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3,
1863 forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Matthew Hansen:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Chancellorsville's
Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 suitable to you?
Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Chancellorsville's
Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863is one of several
books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
book.

John Stewart:

The reserve with title Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem
Church, May 3, 1863 has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after



read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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