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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, University of Hannover, 4
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: When reading African-American autobiography one
is likely to notices that there are several recurring themes. One might conclude that these are issues of special
interest to the authors. A major topic that occurs in a number of autobiographies is that of education. This
paper will try to analyze the role of education in the process of the emancipation of the black race.
Before one looks at what can be found about the issue of education of blacks in African-American
autobiography one should be familiar with the historical and cultural context in which it occurs. This is why
the paper will try to provide a brief historical overview of the development of education in America at the
times before, during and after the civil war.
After having established the historical background the paper will try to trace the occurrences of the theme of
education in the autobiography of Booker T. Washington and the thesis The Talented Tenth by W.E.B. Du
Bois and illustrate its importance to the authors. In doing so an attempt will be made to present the reasons
and intentions of the authors that made them deal with education during their lives.
Special attention will be paid to the efforts of Booker T. Washington to establish a schooling system for
blacks as well as to Du Bois’ concept of the ‘Talented Tenth’ and its reasons. Although both were actively
sought to improve the education of African Americans and thereby their social status they did not share the
same concepts of how this were to be achieved and they pursued different educational policies. The two
approaches will be analyzed and compared to each other. Finally a conclusion will be drawn assessing the
importance of their achievements in the ongoing fight of African Americans for equal rights and equal
chances.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Watkins:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Education of blacks in african-american autobiographies, you can tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

James Cansler:

Often the book Education of blacks in african-american autobiographies has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after reading this article book.

Myron Mendez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Education of blacks in african-american autobiographies
why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Delilah Jordan:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Education of blacks in african-
american autobiographies is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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