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In the late eighteenth century, an array of European political thinkers attacked the very foundations of
imperialism, arguing passionately that empire-building was not only unworkable, costly, and dangerous, but
manifestly unjust. Enlightenment against Empire is the first book devoted to the anti-imperialist political
philosophies of an age often regarded as affirming imperial ambitions. Sankar Muthu argues that thinkers
such as Denis Diderot, Immanuel Kant, and Johann Gottfried Herder developed an understanding of humans
as inherently cultural agents and therefore necessarily diverse. These thinkers rejected the conception of a
culture-free "natural man." They held that moral judgments of superiority or inferiority could be made
neither about entire peoples nor about many distinctive cultural institutions and practices.

Muthu shows how such arguments enabled the era's anti-imperialists to defend the freedom of non-European
peoples to order their own societies. In contrast to those who praise "the Enlightenment" as the triumph of a
universal morality and critics who view it as an imperializing ideology that denigrated cultural pluralism,
Muthu argues instead that eighteenth-century political thought included multiple Enlightenments. He reveals
a distinctive and underappreciated strand of Enlightenment thinking that interweaves commitments to
universal moral principles and incommensurable ways of life, and that links the concept of a shared human
nature with the idea that humans are fundamentally diverse. Such an intellectual temperament, Muthu
contends, can broaden our own perspectives about international justice and the relationship between human
unity and diversity.
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From reader reviews:

John Carter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Enlightenment against Empire is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Essie Ryan:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Enlightenment against Empire.

Cynthia Kipp:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Enlightenment against Empire provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Roxie Gregory:

This Enlightenment against Empire is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Enlightenment against Empire can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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