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Although the 1956 Hungarian uprising failed to liberate the country from Soviet domination, it became a
symbol of freedom for people throughout Eastern Europe and beyond. Labeling the events a
counterrevolution, communist authorities exacted revenge in two years of terror and intimidation. Then, for
the next thirty years, they pursued a policy of forced forgetting, attempting to obliterate public memory of
the events. As communism unraveled in the late 1980s, the 1956 revolution was resurrected as inspiration for
a new political order.

In Imagining Postcommunism, Beverly James demonstrates how 1956 became a foundational myth
according to which the bloody events of that fall led to the ceremonial reburial of the martyred prime
minister Imre Nagy in 1989, free elections in 1990, and the withdrawal of the last Soviet soldiers on June 19,
1991. She shows how museums, monuments, and holiday rituals have aided the construction of a new
Hungary through the reclamation and expression of competing memories of the critical events of 1956.

Surveying the dazzling array of ceremonies, exhibitions, and memorials commemorating the revolution and
its heros, James invites readers to consider the difference between the communist regime’s master narrative
of 1956, with its smug, false unity, and the multiple, polemical stories woven by competing political forces
in postcommunist Hungary.

A thoughtful application of communication and historical theories on the uses of memory, this study offers a
unique perspective on a crucial episode in the history of Eastern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
various ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Imagining Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia
& Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Mary Oropeza:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Imagining
Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series
on Eastern Europe).

Mike Hart:

Exactly why? Because this Imagining Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Alice Prahl:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Imagining Postcommunism: Visual Narratives



of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Imagining Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart
'26 Series on Eastern Europe) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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