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Mediterranean and West European pre-modern agriculture (agriculture before 1600) was by necessity
‘organic agriculture’. Crop protection is part and parcel of this agriculture, with weed control in the forefront.

Crop protection is embedded in the medieval agronomy text books but specialised sections do occur. Weeds,
insects and diseases are described but identification in modern terms is not easy. The pre-modern ‘Crop
Portfolio’ is well filled, certainly in the Mediterranean area. The medieval ‘Pest Portfolio’ differs from the
modern one because agriculture then was a Low External Input Agriculture, and because the proportion of
cultivated to non-cultivated land was drastically lower than today. The pre-modern ‘Control Portfolio’ is
surprisingly rich, both in preventive and interventive measures. Prevention was by risk management,
intensive tillage, and careful storage. Intervention was mechanical and chemical. Chemical intervention used
natural substances such as sulphur, pitch, and ‘botanicals’. Some fifty plant species are mentioned in a crop
protection context.

Though application methods look rather modern they are typically low-tech. Among them are seed
disinfection, spraying, dusting, fumigation, grease banding, wound care, and hand-picking but also
scarification, now outdated. The reality of pest outbreaks and other damages is explored as to frequency,
intensity, and extent. Information on the practical use of the recommended treatments is scanty. If applied,
their effectiveness remains enigmatic.

Three medieval agronomists are at the heart of this book, but historical developments in crop protection from
early Punic, Greek, and Roman authors to the first modern author are outlined. The readership of these
writers was the privileged class of landowners but hints pointing to the exchange of ideas between them and
the common peasant were found. Consideration is given to the pre-modern reasoning in matters of crop
protection. Comparison of pre-modern crop protection and its counterpart in modern organic agriculture is
difficult because of drastic changes in the relation between crop areas and non-crop areas, and because of the
great difference in yield levels then and now, with several associated differences.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Crop Protection in Medieval
Agriculture: Studies in pre-modern organic agriculture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nicholas Walsh:

This book untitled Crop Protection in Medieval Agriculture: Studies in pre-modern organic agriculture to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Joan Davis:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Crop Protection in Medieval
Agriculture: Studies in pre-modern organic agriculture which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Doug Martin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will
filled update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
you actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia,
reference book, book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your
spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the Crop Protection in Medieval Agriculture:
Studies in pre-modern organic agriculture when you desired it?
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