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Unlike any other species, humans can learn and use language. This book explains how the brain evolved to
make language possible, through what Michael Arbib calls the Mirror System Hypothesis. Because of mirror
neurons, monkeys, chimps, and humans can learn by imitation, but only "complex imitation," which humans
exhibit, is powerful enough to support the breakthrough to language. This theory provides a path from the
openness of manual gesture, which we share with nonhuman primates, through the complex imitation of
manual skills, pantomime, protosign (communication based on conventionalized manual gestures), and
finally to protospeech. The theory explains why we humans are as capable of learning sign languages as we
are of learning to speak. This fascinating book shows how cultural evolution took over from biological
evolution for the transition from protolanguage to fully fledged languages. The author explains how the brain
mechanisms that made the original emergence of languages possible, perhaps 100,000 years ago, are still
operative today in the way children acquire language, in the way that new sign languages have emerged in
recent decades, and in the historical processes of language change on a time scale from decades to centuries.
Though the subject is complex, this book is highly readable, providing all the necessary background in
primatology, neuroscience, and linguistics to make the book accessible to a general audience.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Johnson:

This How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language)
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror
System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) without we understand teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry How the Brain Got
Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) can bring once you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the
Evolution of Language) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Denise Welton:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this How the Brain Got Language: The
Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) book as this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Barbara Mobley:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name How the Brain
Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) suitable to you? The
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled How the Brain Got Language: The
Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language)is the main one of several books which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Phillip Hicks:

The book untitled How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of
Language) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book



content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of How the
Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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