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Mutilated animals. Defaced tombstones. Sexual abuse in daycare centers. Is America threatened by a satanic
conspiracy? In this book, Robert D. Hicks exposes law enforcement's obsessive preoccupation with satanism
as a model for criminal behavior. While satanic belief has played a part in crimes ranging from petty
vandalism to serial murders, Hicks avows that there is no substantial evidence for the existence of a
nationwide satanic crime continuum.

Hicks points out that the satanic criminal model is expedient largely due to its simplicity and economy,
reducing to simple formulas such complex problems as drug abuse, teen suicide, and sexual molestation. His
research utilizes a unique blend of law-enforcement methodology, anthropology, folklore, history, sociology,
psychology and psychiatry. He attributes the cult conspiracy theory to beliefs fueled by Christian
fundamentalist sects and to the ungovernable mechanisms of rumor-panics, subversive mythology, and urban
legend.

In Pursuit of Satan documents examples of rumor-panics in which the police have fomented fear by
attributing crimes to satanists, indulging in sheer speculation and promulgating misinformation through the
sensationalist news media. Hicks examines the construction of the satanic ideology among law enforcement
officials, focusing on the exploitation of satanism as a new scapegoat for public fears and addressing the
phenomenon of credulity among police forces and allied professionals in social work, psychiatry, and
psychology.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

The event that you get from In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult giving you joy feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult instantly.

Lisa Buffington:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get before. The In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult giving you one more experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Virginia Benoit:

You can get this In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Sally McGarvey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the
Occult or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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