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This book seeks to explain why different systems of sovereign states have built different types of
fundamental institutions to govern interstate relations. Why, for example, did the ancient Greeks operate a
successful system of third-party arbitration, while international society today rests on a combination of
international law and multilateral diplomacy? Why did the city-states of Renaissance Italy develop a system
of oratorical diplomacy, while the states of absolutist Europe relied on naturalist international law and "old
diplomacy"? Conventional explanations of basic institutional practices have difficulty accounting for such
variation. Christian Reus-Smit addresses this problem by presenting an alternative, "constructivist" theory of
international institutional development, one that emphasizes the relationship between the social identity of
the state and the nature and origin of basic institutional practices.

Reus-Smit argues that international societies are shaped by deep constitutional structures that are based on
prevailing beliefs about the moral purpose of the state, the organizing principle of sovereignty, and the norm
of procedural justice. These structures inform the imaginations of institutional architects as they develop and
adjust institutional arrangements between states. As he shows with detailed reference to ancient Greece,
Renaissance Italy, absolutist Europe, and the modern world, different cultural and historical contexts lead to
profoundly different constitutional structures and institutional practices. The first major study of its kind, this
book is a significant addition to our theoretical and empirical understanding of international relations, past
and present.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hill:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The Moral
Purpose of the State: Culture, Social Identity, and Institutional Rationality in International Relations
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The Moral Purpose of the State: Culture, Social Identity, and
Institutional Rationality in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics)is
a single of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Alan Malbrough:

The e-book untitled The Moral Purpose of the State: Culture, Social Identity, and Institutional Rationality in
International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Moral Purpose of the State: Culture,
Social Identity, and Institutional Rationality in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Robert Maas:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Moral Purpose of the State:
Culture, Social Identity, and Institutional Rationality in International Relations (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.

Stanley Cooper:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around



the world. Through the book The Moral Purpose of the State: Culture, Social Identity, and Institutional
Rationality in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at
this book The Moral Purpose of the State: Culture, Social Identity, and Institutional Rationality in
International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). You can more pleasing than
now.
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