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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,7, Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz (Seminar für Englische Philologie), course: Hauptseminar , 12 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Today, a Gothic novel is commonly defined as “a story of terror and suspense,
usually set in a gloomy old castle or monastery” . This definition is based on the traditional Gothic novel,
which was originated by Horace Walpole in 1764 . A number of elements came to be classed as Gothic and
by the end of the century, the genre was fully established . However, when examining different Gothic works
that have been published since the beginning of the Gothic tradition, one finds that the Gothic cannot be
reduced to a scary story with a medieval setting.
The Gothic is a genre that changes over time. The traditional elements usually persist, but new features are
added to enrich the genre and to catch the spirit of the time. Kelly Hurley made the important observation
that the “Gothic is rightly […] understood as a cyclical genre that re-emerges in times of cultural stress in
order to negotiate anxieties for its readership by working through them in displaced (sometimes
supernaturalized) form.” When a nation is exposed to either internal or external threats, which often cannot
be clearly defined, the people begin to feel uncomfortable. The Gothic novel then, according to Hurley, can
help these people in distress by giving concrete shapes to their fears.
When the Gothic novel first came up at the end of the 18th century, people in Britain were coping with the
impact of the French Revolution. The tradition flourished until the 1820s, when Charles Maturin’s work
Melmoth the Wanderer failed to reach a large readership . In the 1890s then, which is known as the time of
the Gothic revival, new Gothic figures emerged with even greater force than at the previous fin de siècle .
The Victorian public had undergone great changes, resulting from the British Empire being threatened by
external and internal forces. Interestingly, the setting was now no longer removed in time and space; Gothic
occurrences at this point revolved around the city of London.
Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray is an important work of this era; it shows most of the new features
of the New Gothic. This paper will focus on the changes in Victorian society that led to a revival of the
Gothic novel and discuss the traditional as well as the new elements that have arisen in the Gothic tradition at
the end of the 19th century. Wilde’s novel will hereby provide the textual evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hyde:

This book untitled 'The picture of Dorian Gray' and Gothicism to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Jerry Bates:

The book untitled 'The picture of Dorian Gray' and Gothicism contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Hilary Rangel:

You will get this 'The picture of Dorian Gray' and Gothicism by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

John Davis:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book 'The picture of Dorian Gray' and Gothicism we can acquire more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book 'The picture of Dorian Gray'
and Gothicism. You can more pleasing than now.
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