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Wrestling with the Angel is a meditation on contemporary political, legal, and social theory from a
psychoanalytic perspective. It argues for the enabling function of formal and symbolic constraints in
sustaining desire as a source of creativity, innovation, and social change.

The book begins by calling for a richer understanding of the psychoanalytic concept of the symbolic and the
resources it might offer for an examination of the social link and the political sphere. The symbolic is a
crucial dimension of social coexistence but cannot be reduced to the social norms, rules, and practices with
which it is so often collapsed. As a dimension of human life that is introduced by language—and thus
inescapably “other” with respect to the laws of nature—the symbolic is an undeniable fact of human
existence. Yet the same cannot be said of the forms and practices that represent and sustain it. In designating
these laws, structures, and practices as “fictions,” Jacques Lacan makes clear that the symbolic is a
dimension of social life that has to be created and maintained and that can also be displaced, eradicated, or
rendered dysfunctional. The symbolic fictions that structure and support the social tie are therefore
historicizable, emerging at specific times and in particular contexts and losing their efficacy when
circumstances change. They are also fragile and ephemeral, needing to be renewed and reinvented if they are
not to become outmoded or ridiculous. Therefore the aim of this study is not to call for a return to traditional
symbolic laws but to reflect on the relationship between the symbolic in its most elementary or structural
form and the function of constraints and limits.

McNulty analyzes examples of “experimental” (as opposed to “normative”) articulations of the symbolic and
their creative use of formal limits and constraints not as mere prohibitions or rules but as “enabling
constraints” that favor the exercise of freedom. The first part examines practices that conceive of subjective
freedom as enabled by the struggle with constraints or limits, from the transference that structures the
“minimal social link” of psychoanalysis to constrained relationships between two or more people in the
context of political and social movements. Examples discussed range from the spiritual practices and social
legacies of Moses, Jesus, and Teresa of Avila to the political philosophy of Hannah Arendt and Jacques
Rancière. The second part is devoted to legal and political debates surrounding the function of the written
law. It isolates the law’s function as a symbolic limit or constraint as distinct from its content and
representational character. The analysis draws on Mosaic law traditions, the political theology of Paul, and
twentieth-century treatments of written law in the work of Carl Schmitt, Walter Benjamin, Sigmund Freud,
Pierre Legendre, and Alain Badiou. In conclusion, the study considers the relationship between will and
constraint in Kant’s aesthetic philosophy and in the experimental literary works of the collective Oulipo.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Cyr:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Wrestling with the Angel: Experiments in Symbolic Life (Insurrections:
Critical Studies in Religion, Politics, and Culture).

Charles Ginter:

Often the book Wrestling with the Angel: Experiments in Symbolic Life (Insurrections: Critical Studies in
Religion, Politics, and Culture) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of
write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Ronald Jackson:

This Wrestling with the Angel: Experiments in Symbolic Life (Insurrections: Critical Studies in Religion,
Politics, and Culture) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Wrestling with the Angel:
Experiments in Symbolic Life (Insurrections: Critical Studies in Religion, Politics, and Culture) in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Tiffany Zamora:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Wrestling with the Angel:
Experiments in Symbolic Life (Insurrections: Critical Studies in Religion, Politics, and Culture) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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