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Batik occupies a special place in Indonesian culture. Each fabric has a rich story to tell—as a
reflection of the nation's religious beliefs, sophisticated court cultures and cosmopolitan history.

The extraordinary textiles in this book are from the collections of Rudolf Smend and Donald Harper. Most
date from the period 1880 to 1930 when the art of batik reached its apogee. Having collected historic batik
for over thirty years and published two books on the subject, Rudolf Smend has invited his friend and fellow
batik specialist Donald Harper to contribute his fine collection to this publication as well. None of the batik
in this book have been published before. They represent an exquisite cross-section of the batik production of
Java—the most important batik-producing region in the world.

The cloths are complemented by vintage photographs from the first quarter of the 20th century
demonstrating how the batik were worn at court and at home. Three are from museums in Dresden and
Cologne, while three are from the private collection of Leo Haks. The others have been collected over the
past 30 years from private sources in Java. The captions are by Maria Wronska-Friend, an ethnologist and
batik expert who frequently visits Indonesian batik centers and has worked for many years as an
anthropologist in Papua New Guinea. Her contributions provide fundamental knowledge for lovers of this art
form while at the same time providing new insights for experts.

Rudolf Smend has invited other batik aficionados of his generation to share their passion for batik in this
book. Inger McCabe Elliott, author of the bestselling Batik: Fabled Cloth of Java has contributed her lifelong
experience. Other authorities like Annegret Haake, Brigitte Khan Majlis and Jonathan Hope share their
views and expertise in these pages. This book represents a labor of love and a lifetime of friendship for the
two authors, who hope it will provide inspiration to a whole new generation of batik lovers.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Batik: Traditional Textiles of Indonesia:
From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Clarence Ross:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Batik: Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From
The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Batik: Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections
as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Martin Duval:

This Batik: Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections is great
book for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Batik: Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf
Smend & Donald Harper Collections in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that?

Erin Wright:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Batik: Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf
Smend & Donald Harper Collections was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Batik: Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper
Collections has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator



Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that.
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