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Exploring homegrown movements and figures, proclaims “American Hinduism” as a distinct religious
tradition.

Today, a new stage in the development of Hinduism in America is taking shape. After a century of
experimentation during which Americans welcomed Indian gurus who adjusted their teachings to
accommodate the New World context, “American Hinduism” can now rightly be called its own tradition
rather than an imported religion. Accordingly, this spiritual path is now headed by leaders born in North
America. Homegrown Gurus explores this phenomenon in essays about these figures and their networks. A
variety of teachers and movements are considered, including Ram Dass, Siddha Yoga, and Amrit Desai and
Kripalu Yoga, among others. Two contradictory trends quickly become apparent: an increasing
Westernization of Hindu practices and values alongside a renewed interest in traditional forms of Hinduism.
These opposed sensibilities—innovation and preservation, radicalism and recovery—are characteristic of
postmodernity and denote a new chapter in the American assimilation of Hinduism.

“…a valuable examination of some prominent American Hindus who have spread Hinduism among
Americans and also, in diverse ways, Americanized what was once a foreign and exotic religion.” —
Anthropology Review Database

“Concentrating on North America, this volume offers a timely and important group of essays that examine
American Hinduism as a distinctive tradition … It also uses a theoretically sophisticated approach to
examine the complexities and issues—such as authenticity, innovation, preservation, recovery, and
radicalism—that arise from the meeting of divergent cultures … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Ann Gleig is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Central Florida.

Lola Williamson is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Millsaps College and the author of
Transcendent in America: Hindu-Inspired Meditation Movements as New Religion.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Gray:

This Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism
in America to American Hinduism can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to
American Hinduism forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Elisa Hall:

The reserve untitled Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American
Hinduism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Donald Sams:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the publication untitled Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism can
be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mary Alejandro:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism
provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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