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Two centuries after Adam Smith illuminated the workings of the marketplace, a new movement among
economists and social scientists is expanding his insights into a groundbreaking "economics of religion."
Using cutting edge ideas from the behavioral sciences, and a deep knowledge of religious history, this new
approach is making sense not only of past beliefs, but of religion today.

In Marketplace of the Gods, award-winning journalist Larry Witham tells the inside story of this expanding
"economic approach" to religion, the puzzles it tries to solve, the controversies it has stirred, and the people
who are making it happen. He shows that the economic approach, while evoking images of stock markets or
accounting ledgers, actually begins with a simple idea about human beings as rational actors, judging costs
and benefits in life. Every life has limits, so human experience is a series of trade-offs, balancing resources to
make choices for the best possible benefits. As the economics of religion shows, this model can be applied to
the rich story of the human race and its gods. Beginning with the individual, the choices in religion shape
households, groups, movements, and entire "religious economies" of nations. On the one hand, this mixing
of the profane and the sacred, the economic and the religious, is an exciting exchange of ideas between
economics, sociology, psychology, history, and theology. On the other, it has spurred a lively protest. Indeed,
for some, the economic approach seems to transform our good angels into grubby consumers.

As Witham shows, however, the economic approach to religion has insights for everyone, believers and
skeptics alike. He illuminates this approach in a volume rich with ideas, history, contemporary events, and
the insights of some of our sharpest modern-day thinkers.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled Marketplace of
the Gods: How Economics Explains Religion? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Stephen Adams:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Marketplace of the Gods: How
Economics Explains Religion book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Holly Walker:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Marketplace of the Gods: How Economics Explains
Religion can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Amanda Bernard:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Marketplace of the Gods: How Economics Explains Religion your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Marketplace of the Gods: How Economics Explains
Religion giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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