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With Orphans, Ben Tanzer continues his ongoing literary survey of the 21st Century male psyche, yet does
so with a newfound twist, contemporary themes set in a world that is anything but. In this dystopian tale of a
future Chicago, workers are sent off to sell property on Mars to those who can afford to leave, leaving what’s
left to those who have little choice but to make do with what’s left behind: burnt out neighborhoods, black
helicopters policing the streets, flash mobs, the unemployed in their scruffy suits, robots taking the few jobs
that remain, and clones who replace those workers who do find work so that a modicum of family stability
can be maintained. It is a story about the impact of work on family. How work warps our best intentions.
And how everything we think we know about ourselves looks different during a recession.

 

This idea is writ large in the world of Orphans, where recession is all we know, work is only available to the
lucky few, and this lucky few not only need to fear being replaced on the job, but in their homes and beds.

It is also a story about drugs, surfing, punk music, lost youth, parenting, sex, pop culture as vernacular, and a
conscious intersection of Death of a Salesman or Glengarry Glen Ross with the Martian Chronicles.

 

Looking to the genre of science fiction has allowed Tanzer to produce something new and fresh, expanding
both his literary horizons, and the potential market for his work. Tanzer also looks to the story of Bartleby
the Scrivener with Orphans, and the question of what are we allowed as workers, and expected to be, or do,
when work is fraught with desperation. Ultimately, Orphans is intended to be a contemporary story about
manhood and what it means in today’s world, told from the perspective of work and family, and how any of
us manage the parameters that family and work produce; but it’s a story told in a futuristic world, where our
greatest fears are in fact already realized, because there isn’t enough of anything, and we are all too easily
replaced.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Allen:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Orphans (Switchgrass) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Orphans (Switchgrass)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Orphans (Switchgrass) is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Eli Benton:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. Orphans (Switchgrass) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have
those short free time problems.

Donald Tuel:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Orphans (Switchgrass) is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Patricia Humes:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Orphans (Switchgrass). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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