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In his On the Glory of Athens, Plutarch complained that the Athenian people spent more on the production of
dramatic festivals and "the misfortunes of Medeas and Electras than they did on maintaining their empire and
fighting for their liberty against the Persians." This view of the Athenians' misplaced priorities became
orthodoxy with the publication of August Böckh's 1817 book Die Staatshaushaltung der Athener [The Public
Economy of Athens], which criticized the classical Athenian d?mos for spending more on festivals than on
wars and for levying unjust taxes to pay for their bloated government. But were the Athenians' priorities
really as misplaced as ancient and modern historians believed?

Drawing on lines of evidence not available in Böckh's time, Public Spending and Democracy in Classical
Athens calculates the real costs of religion, politics, and war to settle the long-standing debate about what the
ancient Athenians valued most highly. David M. Pritchard explains that, in Athenian democracy, voters had
full control over public spending. When they voted for a bill, they always knew its cost and how much they
normally spent on such bills. Therefore, the sums they chose to spend on festivals, politics, and the armed
forces reflected the order of the priorities that they had set for their state. By calculating these sums,
Pritchard convincingly demonstrates that it was not religion or politics but war that was the overriding
priority of the Athenian people.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

The book Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and
Roman Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a good thing like a book Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin
Series in Greek and Roman Culture)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek
and Roman Culture) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Gene Kirkland:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important usually. The book Public Spending and Democracy in
Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) ended up being making you
to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The reserve Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in
Greek and Roman Culture) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
the book Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and
Roman Culture). You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Rafael Rainey:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin
Series in Greek and Roman Culture) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Shelley Gavin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Public Spending and



Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman
Culture) become your personal starter.
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